
When the Good Samaritan 
Episcopal Church of Sammamish, 
Wash. set out to build a giant 
glass-tile mosaic, it was a labor 
of love for all of the parishioners 

-
nounced: rer- -
behind the altar,” was designed as 
a memorial to deceased church 
member Dan Kruse, who was the 
church’s original architect. The 
mosaic would also provide all who 
entered the church nave with a 
visually-enticing centerpiece for 
ritual and liturgy. 

From Lent 2011 to June 2012, 
Good Samaritan’s artist-in-resi-
dence Cheryl Smith led about two-
dozen volunteers who worked on 

the massive mosaic. Collectively 
they spent more than 6,000 
labor hours cutting and placing 
thousands of pieces of locally-
sourced, stained-glass tiles into 
Smith’s reredos design: a brightly-
colored abstract representation of 
the Trinity. 

“The project itself was an oppor-
tunity for evangelism, where people 
of all ages and skills could partici-
pate to become more engaged in 
the fellowship of Good Samaritan 
Church,” said Smith. 

When work progressed, Smith 
needed to decide what grout 
would be best for this divine proj-
ect. Being a professional mosaic 
artist and teacher, she has high 
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NOW AVAILABLE:
NEW! WING STRAP
FOR UNGAUGED TILE

The original strap 
for gauged tile

Also available:

• Designed for ungauged tile with up to 2mm difference.
• 1/2'' notched trowel (or greater) is recommended.
• Ideal for flat surfaces.

Insert straps under tile during
installation.

Set and align tiles. Tighten caps and straps to
virtually eliminate lippage from
tile to tile.

After mortar sets, remove caps
and straps.

SAVE TIME!

Patent pending

2-piece system that virtually eliminates lippage during tile installation.

Supplied by:

FEATURES and BENEFITS:
Passes standard industrial 
(TCNA Robinson) compression test.

Very easy to learn and use at any skill level.

Prevents tiles from moving while curing.

More profitable for the installer.

Re-usable caps.

Recommended for tiles 12" or larger.
800-969-5561 (U.S.A.) • 800-387-0008 (Canada)

www.pearlabrasive.com

Reduces installer fatigue/stress.

Virtually lippage free, flat surface drastically
reduces the need for grinding and polishing.

Wing Strap: 
For (ungauged tile) with up to 2mm difference.

Original Strap: 
For tiles of uniform thickness only (gauged tile).
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standards. Plus, this reredos was 
expected to be one of the most 
unique and valuable pieces of art 
on Sammamish Plateau – which 
stressed the importance of it being 
installed perfectly and remaining 

After thorough research of the 
grout market, Smith said, “Bostik’s 
Dimension™ grout was the only 
choice we trusted.” 

Project vices and virtues
The Good Samaritan mosaic 

project was one of a kind, and 
Smith considered the following 
project parameters before choos-
ing the grout:

At 200 square feet, the sheer 
size of the design was a massive 
undertaking.
More than 50,000 stained-glass 
tiles of various sizes, colors and 
shapes would be included. 
The mosaic was to be placed on 

an interior wall with exposure to 
sunlight. 
The colorful design would be best 
served with a variety of grout col-
ors. 
Church members would handle 

but few had any experience with 
this kind of work. 
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Beauty is in the 
eye of the beholder

As an artist and devout church 
member, Smith needed assurance 
that the grout would complement 
the design and uphold her mission: 
to move people, regardless of their 
faith. The unique qualities of Bostik’s 
Dimension grout appealed to her 
professionally and spiritually. 

For example, because Dimension 
has micro-glass beads mixed right 
in and uses a translucent urethane 
binder, she knew these qualities 
would allow light to both pass 

glass-tile design. The grout features 
would give the mosaic dimension 
– as the product name promises. 

-
ties of Dimension made it the best 
grout for our special glass mosaic and 
gave it an exceptional appearance 
that we would not have achieved 
with ordinary grout,” said Smith.

Considering where the mosa-
ic was to be placed, Smith was 
also inclined to use Dimension 
because it’s meant to be exception-
ally crack-resistant and stain-proof, 
even in the direct sunlight it would 
get occasionally within the church. 
Plus, thanks to Dimension’s non-
sag formula, the grout would hold 
up on the reredos’ vertical wall. 

“When you meticulously piece 
together 50,000 glass tiles on an 
altar wall, you obviously need to 
know that they will resist fading 
and stay where you left them,” 

added Smith. “Bostik stands by 
-

place for generations of church 
members to enjoy.”

Where there’s a will there’s a way

Good Samaritan Church did not 
have a budget to hire professionals, 
nor did they really want them on the 
job. From the project’s inception, it 
was decided that the congregation 
would do the mosaic themselves, 
demonstrating their commitment to 
the church and memorializing the 
recently-passed Kruse. 

So once they received all of the 
donated materials, tiles were cut 
and set into place – a painstak-
ing process that took nearly 19 

28 TileLetter | February 2013



months. Then, it was time to grout.
Having heard of this heartfelt 

effort and Smith’s decision to use 
Dimension, Bostik donated all of 
the grout that was needed, includ-
ing four different colors of grout 
that would perfectly complement 
Smith’s colorful design. For the 
background, burst of light and God’s 

White was used. The feathers bene-

Opal-colored grout surrounded the 
rays of light and green leaf. Lastly, 

emphasized with Topaz-colored 
Dimension grout. 

Bostik further provided company 
representative Brian Wright to help 
supervise the mosaic volunteers 
when grouting was scheduled to 
begin – which was good because 
many of them had never grouted 
before. This didn’t worry Wright 
because he knew Dimension grout 
was very user-friendly. 

“When we reached the grout-

ing stage, our whole team was 
delighted to see that Dimension 
was easy to use and took hardly 
any time to apply,” said Smith. 
“Plus, no sealing is required with 
Dimension grout, and that was a 
big time-saver for our volunteers.”

unveiled in 2012, the congregation 
was overjoyed. Nearly every single 
church member had helped bring 
the idea to fruition, whether that 
was placing a single tile or soliciting 
much-needed donations. “Creating 
that sense of community with our 
project made it divine in more ways 
than one,” added Smith. 
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